1660-1731

Wwas bornin 1660 intO a Family OR Dissenters and he was educated at
Newington Ggreen, where he studied practical Subjects. His fFather
wanted a religious career for him, aithough he began working as an
apprentice and then on his own. Furthermore He faced financial
diPFiCUlties inCluding being arrested FOr debt. ARter that He started
+O0 Write in Whig papers;as ajournalist his greatest achievement was
“The review». Therefore He became a well paid inteliectual by writing
political essays and pamphiet till the reign oOFf Queen Anne. Indeed The queen didn't like his
critical attitude and had him imprisoned. He denied hiS Whig ideds SO as +0 be Freed and SO
he became a secret agent FOr the new government. Tnen he wrote novels like RoObinson
crusoe, captain singieton, MOll Flanders, colonel ¥ack, The FOrtunate mistress(RoOxana). The
earnings from his works allowed him +O enjoy a COmeortable lifestyle. Defoe’s novelis are
FiCtional autobiographies that pretend +0 be true stories and they are inspired by the
+radition OF didries and journails. The stories are made uUp Or episodes and adventures
FOCUSed On one main hero. The |laCk OF a coherent plot iS due +O the FACt that Deroe
neither pianned his Works. He aimed +0 Write a 10t qUuiCkly rather than FOr Critical readers.
HiS RiIrst person narration infiuences how the characters are portrayed. The characters
are presented From the inside and through their act+ions.

RObLINSON Kreutzanaer bornin York. when he was 19 he decides +0 leave his home +0 travel
around the worid and make his fOrtune. His Rirst voyage leads him +0 Guinea and then back
+0 Engiand where he is captured by MOOrish pirates but he iS rescued by a portuguese ship
and brought +0 Brazil. buring his journey in APrica he is shipwrecked on a desert isiand
where he will remain fOr 28 years. TO maintain an ideal contact with his motheriand he
writes a diary where he records his experiences. Arter years or solitude, RObinson
discoveres a human fOOtprint and evidence Of cannibaliSm on the isiand. He rescues a
captive, naming him Friday and teaches him english and the Bible. TOgether, they Free more
prisoners, including Friaays fFather arter another attdcCk on the cannibais. The story
conciudes With RObinson's return +0 engiand, where he finds his Brazilian planta+ion has
made him wealthy. The new hero comes From the middle classes, Free From the struggles
OF the poor and the arrogance Of the rich. Like classical travel heroes, RObinson is
restless and seeks his Own identity, rejecting his fFather:s guidance. The isiand in the story
iS the perrect place +0 ShoOw the SkillS and prove he deserved +0 be saved by GOd's Will. On
the island he creates a basic empire, becoming an early example of an english colonizer. His
stay on theisland is @ chance +0 exploit and dominate Nature. The society he builds on the
island mirrors 18th-century engiand, FOCUSing on mobility, productivity, and individualism.
While GOd iS seen as the main cause oF everything, individuals can still Shape their destiny
through hard work. +0 Solve problems: DefOe observes the Situation, lists possible
Solutions, weighs the pros and cons, and picks the best Option. DerOe describes Objects
based on their main qualities, like Size and shape and the structure and style OF the novel
are clear and precise. The language is simple and straightforward, WhiCch makes the story
Feelredl and authentic. RObinSON Crusoe is a realistic +aie ofF survival, Sshowcasing
individual resilience and the ability +tO dominate nature. In contras+, Gulliver:'s Travelsis a
satsirical journey through imaginary lands, Critiquing human Flaws and societal
absurdities. While Crusoe FOCuses on persondl achievement and colonial vaiues, Gulliver
explores the impererections Or socCiety through humor and exaggeration.






